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(SAHAAERESR) Our community faces a major challenge. It is
population outflow. To address this issue, we have decided to focus
on dialects. Our hypothesis is that one reason for this outflow
is that people do not find dialects appealing enough. Dialects are
deeply connected to local culture, so understanding their charm can
help people appreciate their hometowns more.

But, what makes dialects so attractive? First, they have a unique
words, rhythm, and intonation. Second, they reflect the way of
life, history, and values of the local people. Third, they create

a sense of unity and pride among communities. Finally, they enable
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people to express themselves 1in unique ways, with warmth,
friendliness and familiarity.

Let me share an example of the Imabari dialect. We also adapted
the story of Momotaro, which is one of the famous Japanese folktales,
into our local dialect. Here is one part:

SHBAERERE) S TITELomn, A XITHBVE L,
SABAERESR) BEREES AL EZ4T< A ? )

SAmERERE) R BV BIRIRITAT < A Ko )

SAABRES.) NS, BEIZHTEEOCHTEZ —D220 s
W, BELT LT AL

SHEAAERERE) We conducted a survey among students at our
school to understand their views on dialects. We received 160
responses.

For the first question, about half of the students said that they
don’ t use dialects in their daily lives or are not familiar with
them. It suggests that local dialects are gradually disappearing.
For the second question, only about 40% of the students thought
dialects are attractive to them. For the third question, the
results showed that only a small number of students plan to stay
and live in their hometowns in the future.

Based on these findings, we believe that if young people can
realize the charm of dialects and actively use them, it might
encourage them to appreciate their hometowns.

We had the opportunity to interview a local dialect expert. She
said that the Imabari dialect is her favorite treasure because it
is a communication tool that is highly valued by the local people
and makes her a sense of home wherever she is. Therefore, she
hopes that the vyounger generation will discover the charm of
dialects and help preserve them for the future.

In conclusion, we discovered several challenges related to
dialects. First, young people are using dialects less and less and
it leads to a loss of the region’ s unique culture and identity.
Moreover, a sense of unity, pride and identity among the local
people is weakening, and this could cause population outflow. The
most important problem is the lack of educational opportunities to
preserve and pass on dialects.

To address these challenges, we suggest increasing opportunities
for people to engage with dialects. For example, teachers could
include dialects 1into «classroom activities. In addition,

volunteers could read folktales to nursery school children and



elementary school students in dialects. Finally, schools and the
local government could organize courses or workshops on dialects.

Thank you for your attention.
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(£8) [Popularizing fairtrade in Imabari]
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